July 2020

Blessings to You All During this Most Unusual Summer!
The purpose of this letter is to offer general updates and reminders about our return to school on August
31st. We understand our families need to feel comfortable with our plan to return safely, so that important
information will be shared in separate correspondence at the end of this letter.
In a little more than a month, we will re-open our doors and welcome students back after a very long break.
Who could have foreseen a two-week quarantine in March lasting until August 31st, but here we are, and
there will be great joy in welcoming students back into the building. While the challenges of re-opening
safely with COVID-19 are paramount, our school has also continued to grow and improve in many exciting
ways.

NEW RESOURCES
•

We are adding a second kindergarten class in room 108. The space is currently being cleaned, recarpeted, and prepared for our students’ arrival.

•

The green house is up and ready to grow! This new resource will be used with our environmental club
as well as science classes.

•

Our LIFT Center, (Learning Innovatively Through Technology) for which we received an Innovation Grant
last year, will also open this fall. Occupying the former computer lab, this will be a student centerbased classroom equipped with SmartBoards, a video production suite, document cameras, and more.
We look forward to the ways this new technology will enhance our students’ learning.

•

The cafeteria has been repainted. It combines the teal from the floor on the lower half with a clean
white top that gives the entire room a bright and cheerful look. The room will be organized differently,
as so many things are these days, but I believe we will still be able to accommodate all students within
two lunch shifts and thereby provide them with some much-needed time out of the classroom.

•

A new smart TV is installed in the lobby. It will serve as an additional means to keep our students and
visitors up to date.
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•

Two-way digital radios have been purchased for the staff. The radios function with great clarity both
inside the building and across the campus. They will be essential communication devices in any
emergency as well as other school-related activities where using the PA system is not an option.

•

Schoology, an online learning platform, will replace both OneNote and Zoom as our method of online
instruction and lesson sharing should that become necessary for the school at large, or for those
students needing a virtual option. You will receive more information about this new program in the
days ahead.

The best thing about many of the improvements I just described, is that these projects have cost the
school little to no money because of the generosity and blessings of grants and donors!!

STAFFING UPDATES
While the physical plant has undergone some changes, there are staffing updates to report as well.
•

Mrs. Brisendine has decided not to return to the Logic School. She is a professional writer who hopes
to use her considerable skills in another setting. We wish her the best in all her endeavors.

•

Mrs. Allison Duda will join our Logic School Staff. She has taught English and Literature at Latrobe High
School and has been involved in their theater arts program for years. She will be an outstanding
addition to the Logic School program.

•

Mrs. McDonald will move to kindergarten to help us bring the new class on board. Although her work in
Grade 3 spans almost a decade, she previously worked in kindergarten at CDT. In fact, she was the last
teacher to use our new kindergarten space- Room 108, so it’s a bit of a homecoming for Mrs.
McDonald.

•

Mrs. Jackson will take over Grade 3 teaching duties. She did a great job with Grade 3 literature/history
last year and is looking forward to the new challenge.

•

Mrs. Bogner will take over main office duty five days per week, and Mrs. Winklosky will have new office
space in the Divine Artworks Center (in the former development office). She will be on site Monday and
Wednesday.

IMPORTANT UPCOMING EVENTS
More details will follow about each of these events.
New Family Virtual Orientation
Who? All families new to the school in grades K to 8
When? August 20th, 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Where? Schoology
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July 29, 2020

Dear Parents and Guardians,
I hope that this communication finds you well and enjoying a beautiful summer.
I would like to call your attention to the letter below and the attached flyer which highlights the innovative
safeguards that have been developed for students at all 12 Catholic schools in the Diocese of Greensburg.
In an announcement published in late June of this year, the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) issued a report
that recommended students physically attend in-person school versus continuing remote learning alternatives.
With that in mind, we are excited to welcome all students back to the physical school building for daily instruction
on your school’s scheduled starting date. However, we realize that some students might have health conditions
that put them at a higher risk of infection. To assist these students, relevant school personnel will meet with
parents to develop a specific distance learning plan. Distance learning plans will also be developed for students
who are apprehensive about returning due to safety concerns.
Just as the AAP believes that it is important to have students back in school, many parents have reached out to
me asking that students be allowed to return to school as normal. I am sure that we would all like to see a return
to normal. However, we must remember that we are not living in normal times. We must realize that although
some aspects of school will be “normal,” other aspects will be different. It is our Christian responsibility to ensure
that we keep ourselves and others as safe as possible upon our return to school. The one “normal” that you can
count on is our desire to teach your children in a kind, loving atmosphere where the teachings of Christ are
manifested in all that we do for ourselves and others.
Throughout the summer, a diocesan school safety task force has been compiling the recommendations and
mandates of the Pennsylvania Department of Education, the Pennsylvania Department of Health and the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in order to develop a safe return framework for the schools in the
diocese. It is a framework that will be under constant review and revision as the recommendations and mandates
of the government agencies continue to evolve in order to contain and prevent the spread of COVID-19.
Here are some highlights:
-

-

All students in all grades will be able to return to school on a full-time basis pending government
mandates.
Students will be able to take advantage of distance learning should the student or a family member
become ill or exposed to COVID or if the family believes it is unsafe for the student to return to the
physical school location.
We are working to secure clear tri-fold desk shields called “hygiene” barriers for students’ desks or tables
to improve safety in the classroom.

In order to meet the unique needs of each school, principals are establishing a pandemic safety committee that
will use the safe return framework to structure a safety plan that takes into consideration the specific school
building and occupancy. Their goal will be to detail the procedures that will be put in place to ensure compliance
with safety recommendations.
Many of the recommendations in the framework include references to concepts that are familiar to all families.
Social distancing, face coverings, hygiene and quarantine have become prominent and unwelcome topics of
conversation. We in the school community struggle with these as well, but we have faith that our efforts in
preventing the spread of COVID-19 is a sign of caring about others.
Every effort will be made to ensure that social distancing takes place in the schools. Classrooms will look very “old
school” in that all students in K-12 will face in the same direction, and the distance between desks will be
maximized. Movement through hallways will be monitored for social distancing. Group projects will be
discontinued for as long as necessary. In elementary schools, students will remain in their classrooms as much as
possible, but breaks will occur throughout the day to give students the opportunity to move.
Face coverings will be used when students are arriving and departing, moving through the school building or
classroom, and at any time when six-foot separation is not possible. We are currently pursuing other methods of
keeping students safe by equipping desks with Plexiglas trifold shields as mentioned above.
Personal hygiene is critical in reducing the spread of COVID-19. Online resources pertaining to hygiene practices
are plentiful, and our students will be taught about those resources. Our younger students will even be guided
through practice sessions on washing their hands. Students will be encouraged to have hand-washing breaks, and
hand sanitizer will be available. Parents are encouraged to reinforce this information at home prior to having the
students return to school.
Despite all of these efforts, we know that someone might be exposed to COVID at some point in time. That is why
it is very important for students, staff and volunteers to do a symptom check every morning before reporting to
school. A checklist will be provided for daily use. Temperature scans will take place at school. For the safety of
the school community, parents must keep their child at home if the child is ill.
There are many other procedures that will be followed if a member of the school community is exposed to COVID19 or becomes ill with COVID-19. These will be detailed and posted to schools’ websites in August along with
other helpful information.
The 2020-2021 school year promises to be a demanding yet highly successful year for the diocesan Catholic
schools. We all continue to cope as well as we can with the inconveniences that COVID-19 demands, but we also
get to celebrate as we are able to offer more than $4.1 million in tuition assistance to deserving families through
the St. Pope John Paul II Tuition Opportunity Partnership (TOP) student program. Despite the challenges of the
times, we look forward to our enrollment increasing due to the generosity of our donors.
I appreciate your patience as our planning evolves. And I thank you for your continued support of our Catholic
schools. I have no doubt that we will get through this together. After all, we place our trust in Jesus to see us
through.
God bless,

Dr. Maureen Marsteller
Superintendent of Catholic Schools

